Unrecognized thyroid dysfunction in patients with cancer.
Abnormal thyroid function can cause subtle medical symptoms in "healthy" individuals. Because cancer can cause similar symptoms, physicians may fail to suspect and test for thyroid abnormalities. We measured thyroid function in 158 patients with various types of cancers being followed at a comprehensive cancer center and found that 16% of them had a thyroid abnormality, which had not been diagnosed and treated in any of them. We conclude that thyroid dysfunction is usually unrecognized in cancer patients and may possibly contribute to their morbidity.